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Hf? SLAVKIIY"of" A PRINCE.
Bp ' a hum Ayor pitour ovnnii'T. onana
W,; .A" WAll UISTOHY.

i IHol HaliinM Cnptnred bj riralr iir Ton- -

Ef eler. "alii Into Mimaase In Thl Counir?.
Bp?. an Released Iobk Arterwnnl Ml the In
Ety (Mar er !Hroro' miltnn Ml Ran alary.
E$'- During Die siege of Vlcksburj: n contraband

Hpst eamo to my quurlcrsonedny nnd tnld ho desired
HkT 'to obtain somo tnformntlon and advlco na to

KL what courso lis should take to tret to Missouri '

Hj or Knnsas. Ho added, "flcncral, I cannot loll
Kf you how anxious I nm to tret thoro, for I bo- -

Rf lieve mr Tlfo and two children nro In at, Louis
Br' or iauas City. I wa separated from them
B(U two roars ago this month, but within a few

Hnsf weeks I hnvo providentially hoard from thorn,

Df and now, thanks to tlio Rood Lord, It appears to
HK& vs l',at ra' prayers will bo answered In due

kJIk The poor old man completely broke
HI.W down with the Intensity of his emotions. Ills
Hf whole appearance nnd manners, and his Ian
H- - & nungo for hn tpoko irood English, entirely free
H W from tbo broken Idiom of tbo ignorant colored
H peoplo impressed me at once that ho wan u per- -

He & ion ot far more Intelligence and education than
I? fc would bo expected In one who had passed his
Hj '' whole life In bondage. I became Interested in
E :k i him and requested him to give me s sketch of

hia life, as there woe a Ilttlo leisure that aft er--

f ' noon, the contending forces un each side being
Hj .f, quiet for a few hours. Said he:
H 4" "I will. General; but tell me first, can you
K flr glre me any hope of getting np to St. Loulst"

4 I replied that I would endeavor to proouro
H1 f transportation for him, and thought there

"', would not be much doubt about it. Then he
broke forth In profuse expressions of gratitude,
and began:

HJT;: ' "My name is Jacob Rahman, and I am the
HJg eon of Abdul Rahman. I waa born 07 yean

ago last May, near Bollrar, Term. But before If, proceed further with my narratlre I must tell
HV& you something of my father's history. Be was a
HJ native of Morocco, whence he was stolen away
Hml by a slave ship when ho was 10 years old. He
Hit waa a Moorish Prince In that country. He had
Hf been thoroughly educated for one of his yean,
HJ4 according to the customs of his country, and

raised In luxury, for his family were thetwos of great wealth aa well as of rank.
'; He and a companion went down the harbor of

K'(' Tangier one summer afternoon for a sail, whon
KM a (quail coming up suddenly, their boat cap- -

K died and the companion was drowned. FatherH, 'clung to the keel till a boat put out from a ship
B if lying at anchor close by and rescued him.
Bh "On being taksn aboard he was InformedK that, oi It waa so near evening, he would haTe
B to remain on the ship till the next day, when he
Rl: would be sent back to the city. He suspected
HJ ,nothing wrong and was satisfied to remain.H When he got up the next morning he was
Br amazed to find the ohlp out in the ocean with
B?' no land In view. As he often expressed it, he
HU .waa orerwhelmed with despair. He begged
H$ the officers of the ship to send him bock by the
Bjt' first resel they should meet, but his ontreatles
Hy were of no avail. The officers and crew were

H hard-hearte- and they only Uughed at his
BfT pleadings. He soon learned that ha was on a
Bb'f' slore ship, bound for tho west coast of Africa
H& for a cargo of slaves. He then realized that ho

ji' was to be sold Into slavery. He often told mo
Ki- - of the terrible agony he endurnd in thUB being

ftorn away from his family and country, with
to look forward to but hopeless bond- -

B& ago. Onco, In his despair, he attempted to
H' Jump overboard, but was caught.

Hb "He was then kept in confinement. The ves- -

H eel reached her destination on tho African coast,K and after scouring her cargo of slaves set sail for
- Savannah, Go. On her arrival at that port the

?, Africans wero sold at auction, he among the
Bi number. As he had the dark skin of the Span-Hji- f'

'sn Moor ho readily passed for a mulatto, and
,'. s ho could not 8pak a word of English he

H s could noi mako known who ho was or whero
B . bo was from, and If ho had been able to tell his
B - story no attention would havo been paid to It.
B ? . "He was bid off to a planter named John-W- L

gj son in the northwestern portion of Georgia,
Bit near the Tennessee line. Here he remained a

r fcw years, worklug in tho cotton field, suhject-B- ?

ed to the hard treatment of slaves, but never
& forgetting his kindred and country, or its Ian-t- f

guago. Ha was in tho hnbit of talking with
; himself In his natlvo tonguo when alone, so na

H:; to retain it In memory. He remained here a
few years, nnd then he wns sold to John West- -

BJi& era and moved to Bolivar, Tenn. Mr. Western
Bj ? treated him with marked klndnosB and permitted
B- - thegovcrnessofhlschlldrentoteachhimalso. Ho

BJ1 married a mulatto girl belonging to his master.
J!' who was maid to Mrs. Western. Hero I was

Hip! born and was one of seven brothers. As we
H-i- f0?, up our llvc'' PaBseil pleasantly, for tho"jtv family woro all logetbor, and wo wero hnppy

contented. Our master allowed us the saniofand for obtaining education that ho hadto father, father was able to teach us
tho common branches of education, and wc

Br had on hour each day, nttur our work was done,
If for that purpose. Hut thoso pleasant MinesHi wero soon to end. Things seemed to darken.

Bf Master Wojtcm appeared sad and melancholy
If and walked about speaking to no one. Wo bo- -

! gan to hear tho whltu folks aDeaklng of his hav- -

Bai las met with heavy loasca, and that ho was in
H great trouble. It was not long before ho slck- -

I h ened and took to his bed, from which ho nover
I f got up axilii. Wo all helped to lay tho goou nian--

I i, ter tondurly nwny. for we rcallr.cd our best
I V friend ivas gone. --Motber naid cbo know thereI K was tmublo coining now, for alio could co theshadowH on tho wall. In n few weeka tho ad- -

f mlntstnitor camo to the jilacn and reported thatmtiw Mr. Western liail been ruined nnnnclnlly by theFP1- betrayal of othcrx In whom ho had put hia conU-- f
'4p dence, nnd that IiIh plantation und tho slaves

I f. must bo sold, for the estate was insolvent.
I ? ' '"iho newn camo with crushing force. I'rom
I f-- that tlmo on wo were sobbing and mourningH ' ' most of tho tlmo. Tho day for the auction was
I i-- nxed, and the night bcfoio our family woro all

6 togcilicr In our cabin, which was really n com- -

8, fortablo house. Wo wero all crying as If our
I -- i hearts woulu break. Father tried to comfurtus by telling us our Fat her Inhoavcn would
I ' '"'t forget us, nnd thou wo nil knelt down and
I S, "e prayed, and, oh, such a prayer; scotus as If I

T can hear him now, bin volco loiuiuztaack from
f Jhnt tlmo pleading with tho good Lord

Bi tlmt our family might all meet again, If not inHI f this land, then in tho bcavnoly kingdom where
I f no xeparatlon could canto.

B f .i."'1 v,tt8 Bon, consolation tho next day to seo
I that father and mother were purchnsed by tho
I L amo man. Charles Mcrwfii. n planter from
l Natchex. Miss. My nvo broihers were sold toB persons living in the vicinity of Natchez, whllo

, J, was bid otf by Geoigo Woodford of Ilowliiig
, Green, Ky. Tho parting scene the next day Icon t attempt to dcjcrl bo. Wo clung to each8 , other till the men toro ua apart, and then, saying

'. a lost good-by- . I w ent my fjid and wenry way.
1,f?uRd u,y ';w'terwasaiiiun of great

, wealth, tho ownor of sei cral tobacco plantations
i and conducting u largo buslnoos. I detor- -

J mined to mako myself as useful to him us I
; jwsslbly could, tmstiug thetoby to secure kind
i freatment fipm him. Ho noon diocovcrcd that1 could road well and urllo a good hand. Ilu
j did not put me in tho fluids with the othor
j hands, but kept me employed about his oillco
J d tho mansion. Alter trying mo thUB fort soioo months, bo nppujnd to hu convinced that
i- I was ttiorouKbly honest uml faithful, and
I pado iiio his trusty attendant. After I had
I been with him iibout four yuura I fell in lovom J wth n mulatto k'trl on a nclubborlnif Dhintu- -

tion, and married her. My master thought so
t much of mo that ho purchased hnr and brought
? her to his own establishment, and gave ua
i "h-- tiuar'ers to llvo in. I had told him

i i' almiit my father and mother having beon Bold
i to a plunter living in Natchez, and my brothers

. 'tt old to difTerenl parties in that vicinity. One
j? uiornlng he said to me: Make, I am going to startK ; l for New Orleans In a few days, nnd shall stopf' week at .Natchez on my way down the river.,. I Bhall take you with mo, and while sloppinga tlioro jou can look around and seo if you can' . find out unytbing about your paicnts.'t "I was overjoyed at iho thought nf seeingf them ugaln. and jot I was afraid 1 would not be' f able to llnd them, for tlnrteun years had passed

' J ' we were aeparutcd. but there was boiie.
' J( Oo our arrival at Nutchcz 1 Immediately In- -
' H ijulrn. for Charles Merwln, who had pu-

rs' cluiHw! my parents, and learned that he lived
i V ',Si.."i" P'j"itllon. two mllos out from tho city.

f, Thither I went, tilled with hopo and dread. I
M. ?, readily lound Mr. Merwin. and mado myself
Ml f known to blm. After listening lo my state-- 1

JS meat he Informed uin that all my family were
if 'et free some eight or nlno years before, und
f woro nont lo Morocco. Ho said my father

(' j . tilalmed, to be u Moorish prince, and with his5 permission wrote to Iho Emperor of Morocco a' t loiter iii Arabic, stating who ho wos, how nnd
. when ho was taken away from his native conn- -
3 trr, nnd that ho. was now held as a slave, and
'. I where, giving his owner s nauio and address,
'.r t "r?."".". lllm to secure his relcnso and that
I J .of his family,

1 "Mr, Mriwln took tho lotter to tho SpanMi
f t!ooul at Now Orleans, who forwnrded It to Its

i f destination. In aliout two weeks Mr. Merwin
1 reielved a leltor from the American Consul to

) i' , Morocco, stutlng that the Kmperor had caused
J ' i . Jl investigation to bo made, and it was found
', r 'hat tho stAteiuent contained in Rahman's let- -

i t ,er wr? true-th- at a prince named Abdul Hah- -
1 I man disappeared about the year 17H7, and his
S I fate was nover known uutli hi letter was re--

NTtd. He abo received a communication

Bi
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from Henry Clay. 8OTerrof Bute, roaktturinquiry about one Abdul luhman?7 ilare,
who clalmod to haye been a prlnoe In Tlmbuo-to- o,

stating that the Emperor of Morocco d

his emancipation, and to have him senthome, and asking If that could bo brought aboutMr. Merwin wrote back that he would set Rah-
man nnd hU wife froo If the Government wouldsecuro trannpurtullon for them. After a while
It wai so nrrangeil, and thoy wero sonttollin-huetoo- .

In tho course of two years, through
i tbo intercession and aid of tho Kmperor of Mo-

rocco, tho rest of the family living about Nat-
chez wore emancipated and sent to tho same
tilnie. lie said lathor told them of nnother son,
.lacob, but thoy could get no Intelligence of hiswhereabouts, nnd Im was loft behind. This in- -
formation wa a droadful disappointment to
mu, for It banished all hope of ever seeing my
kindred nualn; but It wai n satisfaction to.
know they wero ml froo, nnd that my good
father Mas restored to his country nnd lo his
right ngAli'.

"I returned with my mnslcr (omy Kentucky
homo, and lived there happily with my family
till tho war came on. Master Woodford Joined
tho Confederate Army and took mo along with
him. Ho wnB In tho Quartermaster's depart-
ment, and wo wore with Johnson's army at the
battlo of Hh loh. Aftor serving nt different
places wo Joined Uon. Joe Johnston's army,
which Is trying to holp I'cmherlon, and Is now
at. Jackson. A few- - days ago I mot a gentleman,
an old resident of Howling Green, who kiwmo nnd my. fondly well. Ilo liad Just rctut- - -

from a furlough, during whloh ho visited his
home In citlzon's dross undiscovered. Whllo
there some of his colored peoplo told him that
tbo Tods' had CBtTlod off a lot ot colorod folks,
oruoug theni my wife and two daughters (I had
but two children, having burled four), to St.
louls or Kansas City. From that moment I
determined to mako my war into tho Union
lines, nnd to go up the river If possible In es-
caping through tho picket lines of tho rebels I
was sbotnt threo times and was wounded once.
Hero Is my wounded arm. not yet dressed. I
have new told you all, and oh, sir. If you will
holp mo to got to St. Louis I will never ceoso to
pray for you."

His appearance and manner and evident sin-
cerity convinced mo ho was honest and truth-
ful. 1 sent him to tho hospital to havo his arm
dressed, and the next day secured transporta-
tion for him to SU Louis on ono of tho Govern-
ment transports, and supplying him with ten
days' rations bado him good-b- Ho started
on his way rojolclng, and I never expected to
see him again.

In 1R00, after tho closo of tho war, walking
along Fourth street In St. Louis one day, 1 w as
accosted by a mulatto man who manifested a
great deal of pleasure at meeting me. Look-
ing at him for a fow moments, I told him I
could not recall blm. Ho then asked mo If 1
did not remember Jacob Rahman. Then I
recognized blm. In answer to my inquiry if ho
found bis wife and children, ho repded: "Oh,
yes, I found them after n long search. Thoy told
me that word came back from tho army to Hon

Green that both my mastor and mysolf hnd
been killed. Not knowing what to do in their
great distress, but being anxious to get as far
away from the war as tbey possibly could, they
were advised by the Federals to go to Kansas,
and thoy wero given transportation, with sev-
eral others, to St. Louis. On their arrival
there thev fell in with Mr. Wilsonat whose
place I found my wife who was looking for
female help, and took them to hlBhome. and
found places for our two girls In tho neighbor-
hood. They were sent for, and in a ilttlo while
wo woro nil together. It was a Joyous famly
reunion. I was employed by Mr. Wilson and
we aro with him yet. I assist In cultivating
the farm, and bring the produeo to market. I
camo in with a load and it has glron
me tho opportunity to soe ynu again, and to
again thank you for aiding me in coming to
this city."

In looking over tho memoirs of John Qulncy
Adams n few months ago, I was aulto sur-
prised and pleased to find tho following entry
In his diary in .May, 1828:

"Abdul ltahaman is a Moor, othcrwlso called
Prince of Ibrahim, who has been forty years a
slavo In this country. He wroto two or throe
years slnco to the Emperor of Morocco, In
Arabic, In consequence of which tho Emperor
expressed a wish to our Consul that he might
be emancipated and sent home. His owner, re-
siding at Natchez, Miss., offered to emancipate
him on condition that he should bo sent home
by tho United Stntos, which wo accordingly de-
termined to do. Ho has now corao on from
Natchez with his wife and mot Mr. Clay at
Baltimore. JMr. Adams was President at that
time and Mr. Clay Secretary of State Ho
came in while Mr. Southard (Secretarv of tho
Navy) was with me, and we had somo consulta-
tion how and when he should bo despatched to
hie homo, which, he says. Is TImbuctoo. Ho says
ho has left at Natchez five sons and eight grand-
children, one of them only four dajH old when
he camo away, all in slavery, and wishes they
might all bo emancipated and bo Rnt with him
or to him. He eayB ho la 60 years old and as-
sumes to have been the lawful Prince of his
country."

This is found in Volume VI. or Volume VII.
of Adams's Memoirs. Jonu M. Tiiaykr.

SEEKIXO TXTJHtAXS A3 HUSBANDS.

An Indnslrx Near a Heldlers' Un Imperilled
l7 lta OoverniueBt.

Tocub, Me., Nov. 13. The large colony of
women who bavo come to Hallowell and Gard-
ner to prey upon the inmates of the Soldiers'
Homo at this place are in a state of panic over
tho recent suggestion of Pension Commissioner
Evans, who has recommended to Congress that
no pensions be granted the widows of soldiers
who are married hereafter.

Many veterans who live at the Home are
trapped into marriage every year by women
who seek the $12 a month pension which will
come to them on the death of their husbands.
Most of these women havo bad reputations and
no character. Having led gay lives in tho cities
until their beauty 1b gone, they seek marriage
with the old soldiers for the sole purposo ot in-
heriting pensions. After capturing husbands
most of the women go back to the cities nnd
cause no more trouble until death carries off
tbo voterans and the widows' pensions may be
obtained.

There are a dozen places near the Homo, all of
which do a thriving business by luring the vet-
erans Inside and filling them up with liquor
until they fall an easy proy to tho women who
nro waiting for husbands. In case a man re-
fuses to drink and shows resistance he is quiet-
ed with a club, or anything clso that conieshandv. Last spring an lmnato of the Homo was
killed In a freo fight In one ot these dens.

Commissioner Kvnns's declaration strikes atthe root of the evil, and Is causing tho women to
redouble their efforts. Unless they get hus-
bands before. Congress meets, they fear theirprospects of pensions will fade. New woiuonare coining here from Boston and New York,
and tho dives aro wide open. A man who wearsa Grnnd Army badge can stay drunk for a monthand never spend a tent. Tho local police aromaking efforts lo closo the places, but ns fast as
one is shut up others are started, and the busi-
ness goes on as briskly as ever.

SKUNK FAH1MSO FAILS.
Tbe Oklns Cheap, the Oil In Leas Demand, ana

the Iluslness n failure.
WALLinruBS, Me., Nov. 18. Pierre Souccl,

the only man In Maino who ever attempted
Bkunk farming on a large scale, offers his place,
stock, and fixtures for sale at a bargain, and
says he Is going to tho gold fields of Alaska,
where he hopes to make money more ropldly
than by skinning skunks and trying out their
oil. Though Souccl had plonty of minnows and
wh!tc!Ub to feed to his pets, and could catch all
the rabbits he wanted with two spools of copper
wire, he has abandoned the business and con.
fesscd that skunk culture doesn't pay. Last
yarhe took off 200 pelts of his own growing
and caught about 120 wild skunk. All that

I tlmo an average skunk skin sold for S1.1B, whlloa good black one waa worth from ii 60 lo S3.Skunk oil wns selling for! a gallon, so when
Souccl went Into winter nuanors with uoo
skunks In stock he fell as If be was right In themiddle ot tbe highway which leads to wealth.

Last winter after tho ponds bad frozen sodoeplynslo make the fish seek deep water hobegan to plvu his skunks a diet of raw ra'i bits.For a lew weeKa thev did verr well, and thenthey developed cannibalistic tastes and BtnrledIn to oat one another, until half of his herd had
been killed nnd devoured by tbe othor half. Thisspring he raised about 400 young skunks, allotwhich did well. Ho was hoping to retrlevo bis
111 fortune and get rich In a few years,
and had good urounda for his hope untilhe saw the fall bulletins of the furtrade. Skunk skins, wbleh havo been fashion-
able for ten j ears, aro no longer In demand,
mink, muskrata. and otters having taken their
Place. Tbe bo-- t pelts that would bring $3 eacha year ago are now selling for $1.50 each, andpoor, white-marke- skins are only worth thetaking otr. Skunk oil has gono down 81 an thegallon, nuking rhoumatlp patients feel very
happy, but cutting Into the earning- - of tbe
skunk farm. Souccl could llnd no profit. Ho
will wait a reasonablo time for somebody in i
come and buy hltn out, and then, if he gsta no
offer, he will kill off his stock.

i

Lot or the Unni Warden In Maine.
ErjmNOTON, Me., Nov. 18. Game Warden

Herrlck Is confined to his house. ITo wears
' heavy bandages over his eyes on account of a

wicked joko which some boys played on him out
j at Lako C'homo. They have been dogging deer
I around the lake all the fall. When Herrlck

heard of it, bn went out to shoot the dogs, carry-- .
Ing a rille which was mado for .38 short curt-- 1

rliluoi. While ho was In camn eating htsdlnuer,
tho boys oil racted hi box of .38 short cartridges

land put n box of .38 long In Its place. That
a.fternoon Herrlck saw a hound comu down to
toe lake on a deer's track, and hastily throw In
a cartridge to shoot. When be snapped his rifle
lonethir the .38 long cartrldito stuck and explod-
ed, tilling llerrlck's face nud eyes with burned
powder and fragments of tbe brass shell. He
will not be able to go out until next year. Mean-
while the dog owners are lacglilag, and the dogs

. chaie deer nearly every dry,
;
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GAMBLING ON THE LINERS.

TRICKS BT ITIlIoa ItXaLIBUHZN
AitP fTizi oAvaar.

lra )4alts lUperteaee with m Cant
TrnnsatlMntle nteamsnlp-Few- erharper en a

Hnlnaler Working IB Uun How

Than FnnetlT- -" trclleal Ad Tier.

WAsniNOTOK, N"". i3. An Englishman
who travels a good deal was genoraUxlng nt
one of tho clubs here Inst night on thoBubJoct

of tho card sharpers who dovoto themselves
exclusively to the ocean steamers.

"It's a marvel to me," he Bald, "that the
American steamship people, or tho police, or
somebody, con't drive theso sharpers off tho
American steamers. It's nothing short of dis-

graceful. Must be something .

Can't be collusion, 1 dol't suppose, dr "
Oh, couio now, stow that, mnto," said an

American who does a bit of travelling himself.
"ICthey'ro not worse, and raoroof them, on the
English transatlantic steamers, I'll turn Brit
ish subject, tako tho Quoon's shilling, put on a
red cont, and fight all tho naked blacks from

"Dahomey to
"Humbug! Wo don't fight naked black.

We only aubduo them, that's nil. Punitive
expeditions, you know. Hut about theso card
sharpers on tho American ships. Why, it's
simply barbarous, you know, to permit them to
mingle with gentlemen as they do. And the
worst of It is, the ends get themselves up like
gentlomen, so how's a man to know "

"Must have been hit yourself last trip over,
old man," put in the American.

Tbe Englishman got red and fluttered, as
Englishmen will when compelled to admit
that the universe Is not entirely an open book
to them.

"Well, yes, I did," he admitted gamely. "Not
verr hard, though. I think twenty guineas
would about cover It. Dut It wasn't the
money so much. It was tho way tho thing
waa dono positively beastly, I Bay. Man was
introduced to mo on calling day on tho other
tide by an American I know well. Good fel-

low, too. Man hod boon introduced to him by
somebody eslo, and so on, so that it would 'take
a Scotland Yard man to traco hnw bo cam to
know and rob most of us coming across. Worst
ot it was, I mysolf prcsonted tho chap to any
number of follows I knew on tho ship, and all
of 'em got bit more or less, nnd all of 'em
looked at me reproaohfully when it came out
after wo landed that tho chap was a sharper.
Just as I looked reproachfully at the man
who "

"Sort of endless chain, wasn't HI" out in tho
American.

"Well, If you want to put It that way," sold
tho Englishman. "And worso still, the man
got my guineas at my own game. If It had
been poker, now, I wouldn't have minded so
much, for I never could master that queer
game, and I don't believe there's anything In It,
anyhow. Hut napl Chap beat mo clean at
nap, that I've been playing over since I was at
Harrow. Odd, too, that I beat him easily at
first and had all tho luck, and wastprobably
fifty guineas ahead of him. Then suddenly the
luck changed, you see "

Tho American smiled.
"What tho deuco are you grinning at! Tho

luck changed, as I any, and, by Jove, tho follow
positively couldn't lose If my daughter hadn't
become 111 on tho fourth day out, I dnro Bay I
might hove lost qulto a bit of money, and "

"Unquestionably you would havo," put In tho
American. "So that In ono respoct your
daughter's illness which I trust was not
serious was really a blossing to you. It's
queer to me that no Englishman I have ever
met in ocean voyaging is able to perceive that
when ho is playing nt cards with a Btrangcr
who permits him to win easily and heavily at
first, it is tlmo for him to mako his devoirs,
more or less respectful, to tho stranger, and
proceed to take a constitutional on tho main
deck, henceforth abjuring cards with said
Btrangcr. Now, an American is ablo to boo into
that gamo right awsv. If ho is playing with a
friend, and tho friend is a winncr'from tho go-
off, ns wo say over here, all well and good.
Tho American voyager who Is up to snuff puts
his frlend'n initial winnings down to the chances
of tho game. But when he pots into a game
with a stronger, and the stranger elmply shove
money from tho outset over to his side ot the
table well, do you know what the American of

y does under those. circumstances! He
simply awaits tho moment when the luck be-

gins to change, nnd then he lias an imperative
appointment with his wifo in the cabin. Ho
thus picks up qulto a bit of cigar money from
a man who he Instinctively knows Is a sharper."

"Fancy now," said the Englishman. '"If I
hod only known that "

"Hut you didn't know, and, as I say. I never
camo across tho Engllnhinan who did. Why,
tho ocean voyaging card sharpers havo become
bo well awaro of this little shrewd habit of
American passengers w ith whom thoy sit down
to a game that ot lato years they have altogether
abandoned that old, old trick of permitting
their victims to win with ease nt tho outset.
Tbey only work that trick nowadays on Eng-
lishmen. Fact is, I think Ihero ought to be a
rulo on all transatlantic steamships. Eng-
lish and American, absolutely prohibiting
British subjects from playing cards at all
aboard ahlp."

"Tommyrotl" sold the Englishman.
"Not so much so as you might Imagine" said

the American. "Of course, I don't mean that
literally, and yet I don't know but what, after
all, it might bo a good thing. I havo watched
the wake of a steamer on tho trip across tho
Atlantic fifty-tw- o times that is, I have made
twenty-si- x round voyngos and 1 suppose that
on these voyages I have seen as many as a
thousand men plucked nt cards. I will venture
to assort that 80 per cent, of them wern English-
men. So you will percelvo thoro is some

for what 1 eald about your country-
men playing cards aboard ship.

"I've seen some clever men ot your country
badly done by the ocean-goin- card sharpers,
too. At the tlmo your Iird Lonsdale came to
the United Slates Violet Cameron Incident,
vou know he woe a pretty clover young man,
even If he did at that period of his life stand In
urgent need of a guardian with a heavy club.
Well, amid the newspaper uproar over his land-
ing in this country with tho Cameron, tho fact
did not como out that Lonsdalo was plucked of
$12,000 m tho trip over by Ned Turner, ono of
tho most notable of tho older clique of steamship
sharpers. Hut it's a fact all the same I was
not only aboard tho steamer at the time, but I
waa one of a number of men who endeavored to
pou id )mo sense Into young LonsduIo'H hood
while tbo plucking was going on. But bo wan
a stubborn chap and woula listen to no one,
and oven when he was qulto convinced thatTurner waa a sharper, at tho end of tho voyago
be stood for bis big loss like a Uttle man, and
became genuinely angry at aome of bis English
frlcnda aboard who recommended him to stop
payment on tho checks ho hod given Turner to
cover tho greater portion of the plucking.

"1 thinkVIuruer hod Uin mind to do Lons-
dalo when ne got aboard at Liverpool. Turner
had been working tho ships for fifteen yenrs,
in spite of Ihu efforts of the steamship com- -
panics to keep him off their vessels, and atmis t le ho was a man ot 40 or thereabout.Lonsdalo was pretty liberal hi tho use ot wino
nt this time, and it was at the buffot that Tur-
ner, who was a insinuating nndaccomplished man, found young Lonsdalo onsailing day. The two inon struck up a friend-
ship from the very first day of tho voyage, andit was Lonsdalo himself who first suggested, aa
he nfterward acknowledged-f- or ho wna amanly lellow tho iiokor game. Lonsdale had
only recently learned tbo hands In poker
which Is about all any man ccr learns about It.
If the truth wero told nnd bo had the poker
initiate's enthusiasm for the game to an exag-
gerated extent. Heforo going any further, I
ought to say that Turner always maintained
afterward that In his piny with Lonsdale he
was perfectly on the lovel. ,

" 'The young fellow Insisted on playing,1 mild
Turner, 'and ho touldu't play any moro than
my aunt In Connecticut. I played with htm,
because that's my business. But I didn't havo
to play crookod and I don't admit that I ever
did play crookod. understand-t- o get his
912.000

"Well, at any rate young Lonsdale and Tur-
ner started the gamo on tho first day out, andkept It going almost until Die steamer paused
Firo Island. Ot course Turner beat him right
along. Ho made no effort to let Lonsdale win
from him at first. He simply played poker ami
raked In tho oung man's money nnd checks.
A lot of us aboard knew Turner, and thoio of
us who had met Lonsdalo In England got him
aside on tbo second day out and diplomatically
put it to blm that hu was engaged In n pretty
difficult tui'ounter that. In brief, Turner was a
professional player ot cards. Fur our pains we
were told that wo woro too confoundedlr off-
icious, that bo waa more than 7 years of ugo
and knew what be wu uliout, and all tho roilyou know the talk of a boy; and this boy was
flushed, too, you ,

"At any rale, when tiinatearaer was drawing
near this shoro Lonsdale decided that he hnd
hail enough not that ho would not havo gone
on playing for another seven daya, hod tho voy-
age Imen protracted to that extent, but ho had
to ct ready tu land. Several ut ua were In tho
card room when tbo last hand waa played.
Turner won tho hand and Lonsdalo scribbled a
check on hia American banker for the amount
tho hand represented. Then be looked up nt
Turner fur a minute and ads" 'Some of my friends here estimate you a
little unkindly. Mr. Turner.'" 'How's that!' incuirod Turner, looking not
a whit surprised." 'V1V said Lonsdale, 'they maintain (hat

t

Your.skill nt cards Afford you BOtnethiBf; bet- -

"'In playing with me on trda voyago, you
hayp employed skill nloncl' ,,,

V At J'our I havo draw
poker with ) on fra "ovot ilavs. 1 understand
t?w pokcr' nn ovo $12,000 of your money.

UmtaCwIa n magnificent bluff on
Turner's part. Tho young chap, ho know,
would not welch , ,j
Lonsdalo. flushing hotly, nnd ho rose from tho
cn.W.,,n,n mid loft tbo room. .

ell. a couple of elderly Englishmen Aboard .
who knew- - Umsdalo nnd father heforo him
went to him thon nnd told him that It would bo
perfectly proper and right for him to stoppa-mon- t

on tho chocks ho had given to Turner,
SiJi'i ,,lcr' M ''I'" 1" " mnny vrord!'' wa

nliort of n awlndlor. .
Mind your own damned business, said ,

Lonsdale. M'U do nothing of tho Bort and thnt
was tho cud of It. It limit bo confessed thnt
you folka over thero have n wonderfully gamo
rashlon of sticking to a bad proposition; but I,
for one think It la pure vanity.. Turner was
kept olt tho sblpH of nil Iho linos after that,
and I don't know what bocamonf him.

How thoy contrived to keep Turner off tho
ships unless ho really wished to remain .off.Is
somothiiig that I cant explain, for it la simply
a plain statement ot fact to say that the steam-
ship companies hnvo always found, and prob-
ably nlwuja will find, it Impos'lblo to prevent
tho cord annrncrs from running on their Imats.
Thoy havo often tried II. Thoy tried it on ono
nptablo ocen-don- , aa I rmiiomber, with Gcorgo ,

McGarrnhan, In 1881. McGarrahnn was tho
Nestor of tho steamship card ahnrpors, nnd all
tho steamship companies know him. Tho
President of ono of tho most prominent trans-
atlantic Hues sent for McGarrahnn who, by
tho war, has since died In Now York and told
him that ho would not bo permitted to travel
henceforth on thq vossols of tho lino.

n0 deuco vou any!" replied McGarrahnn.
How nro you going to stop mol" .

llofuso to glvo you passago, answered the
Prcdotit.
, " ',yo11 "1". will youl' said McGarrohan.
V oil. If you do thnt, I'll got enough damage

out of your line to mako It uuncccssiiry for mo
ever to touch i card again as long as I live'' His position was correct In law, as the Pres-
ident nf this line found nut upon investiga-
tion. Tho steamship company, you under-Btan-

is not tho regulator of the habits of Its
Btenmcrs' pnssengcrn. If tho passengers don't
know any better thnn toplaycnrds with sharp-
ers, that 1b their own lookout. And a steam-
ship company cannot ducllno to sell passngo to
n man becnuso It claims ho Is a Bhort-ear- d

nlaj cr. It devolves upon tho company to prove
that tho man is n card sharper, nnd tho steam-
ship peoplo know that tills la practically

fur no man who Is dono at cards by
one of thoso men on an ocean steam-hi- p Is go-
ing to rtso In his seat and mako announcement
of tho fact to tho world.

"Observation tells mo that there aro not
nearly so mam-- of theso men on tho ships now
as formerly. Tho short-car- players who make
a business of travelling have found tho trains
much moro profitable, since tho officers of tho
steamers got Into the habit of going quietly
among tho voyagers of a cnrd-pla- j Ing turn and
warning them of tho danger ot getting Into
games with such and such mon. That was tho
system, and a pretty effectual ono, too, adopt-
ed by the steamship companies to squelch tho
ocean card sharpers. The result has been that
the sharper can now only mako a goneral
campaign of all tho big steamers nnd the big
steamers aro tho only steamers they consider
worth working before tho ofllcora know them,
and then their game is dead practically. So
that they find It moro profitable to take to the
swell tralnB on tho swell runs, mnklng tho
Bamo trip rarely, and thus preventing their
countenances from gottlng too familiar to the
railroad people."

"How the, deuco do you know nil thlst" In-
quired tho Englishman.

"Well," replied tho American, "you may be
pretty certain that I haven't dreamed It, Be-
sides. I figured it that you reaulrod some con-
solation for tho loss of your twenty guineas.
Didn't your"

THE OnOST DANCE.

Cause r the Indian Uprising; or 1SOO aa Tela
br Chief Utile Wound.

Sioux Falls. S. D., Nov 12. "Indian logic
has always beon difficult to overcome by tho
whites who havo to doal with tho Government
wards," Bald Dr. McGlllicuddy, at
Pino Ridge agency, "but tho most embarrassing
position I was evor In wns when wo represen-
tatives of tho Government Bought to treat with
the Indians In their religious uprising at Pine
Rldgo in 180O. The story of tho outbreak has
never been told with such cloarness as at ono
of our conferences.

"Thero woro assembled at Pine Ridge agency
in December, 181)0, a tow days prior to the
Wounded Knee battle, several Government
officers and tbo Klyaksa war chief. Little
Wound, now leading chief of the Sioux Nation.
XJttle Wound was asked if he blamed tho agent
for the coming of tho soldiers to atop tho ghost
dance. Ho answered no, and then said:

"'My friends, over slxy winters havo passed
over my head; I am too old to dance. Now that
you havo asked mo about this tiling I will tell
you. Tho holy men havo for many years boon
telling us that ages nnd ages ago you white
peoplo became very wicked; you loet the right
road and denied your Great Spirit. Ho finally
took pity on you and sent Hia Son from tho
happy hunting grounds to savo you and bring
you back and show you tho way to llvo. Ho
was called the Messiah. Wo are told that Ho
lived with you over thirty years and worked
hard to savo you from your wickedness, but
you had lost your ears; your brains wero in a
whirl nnd you would not think right. You
threw Him away from you und finally nailed
Him up on u groat wooden cross, stuck a spear
in His sido and killed Him, and Ho returned to
tho hnppy hunting grounds with a tired heart.
It was told at tho tlmo that Ho would como
again somo time, and that when Ho did como
the hearts of tho peoplo would be good. That
would mean plenty to cat and there would bo
no moro tor." 'A few moons ago a young northrrn Chey-
enne warrior camo to us. Ho said ho had como
after many days' Journey from the far West;
that near a great lako slioro ho had met tho
Messiah, n tall white man with golden hair and
beard, bluo o.ics and a good tongue. He said
ho had ngaln been ho sent by the Great Spirit;
that all tho peoplo would lie happy now, tor tho
Great Spirit had taken pity on the world: there
would tie no moro war; tho buffalo would como
back and wo would be persecuted no moro, but
would all llvo together, and when tho green
grass camo in tho spring he would visit tho
different tribes of men und toach them bow to
llvc. Hut ho said that many peoplo had denied
htm and nt Inst killed blm. Now he hnd ar-
ranged ccrtntn signs and a dunco by which,
when he should como to a trlbo, ho would
know whether they would recolvo him. Thoso
signs ho taught to tho Cheyenne and told htm
to teach tbe people.

" 'Now, whether this old story of the holy
men and what tho Chcyenno told us Is true, I
do not know, but 1 got my youur men to-
gether and told them that If It was a good thing
we should havo It, but If It was not. it would
fall (o the ground Itnolf. and I tnld them to
learn this dance, bo that It the Messiah does
como Ho will not pass us by. My friends,
this is all we know about the Messiah and the
Chost dance.'

"After a fow moments the old Chief turned
to me and said:" 'You llvod with us many years. Wo trust
you. Will you tell inoif this thnt has beon
told us about tho Masnltli la true: that Ho
will como, and by His coming will bring back
tho buffalo, mako us 11 strong people to llvo on
tho land tho Great Spirit baa given us! What
la tho whllo man nfrald off Why has ho
brought tho soldiers hero to deprive us of tho
nance! After robbing us of our gamo and
lands does ho now want to rob us of our Great
Spirit and our religion!'

"AfewdaVH later camo the battlo of Wounded
Knee, roaulting In tim death of two officers
and thirty-liv- e men of tho regular army nnd
118 Indlnns. Two davs subsequently tho Hrulo
Sioux, under tho leadership of Llttlo Wound.
surrounded Gon. lorsyth and the famous
Seventh Cavalry In tho cation of Whlto Clay
and held thorn until they wero rescued by tho
Ninth Cavalry under Col, Guy V, Houry. Tho
'seoond coming' was ogaln deferred. '

SAT DOWN ON A FIItE rzVd.
Then U Arose and Wnvered In tbe Air Like m

Dancing Bull In a Hliuotiac Gallery.
rrom iht Atlanta Journal.

A man evidently tired from waiting or from
an overdose of work walked up to a water plug
at the corner of Alabama and Pryor streets this
morning and sat down. Tho man sat down
slowly, as though his limbs wore tired of blm
and ho ot them. His legs acted as If thoy had
been working overtime and did not liko tho Job,
As the man took the seat on tho plug ho gave
n fclgh as though ot relief, Immediately followed
by a yell.

This yell wns of distress, and It echoed nnd re-
echoed up and down tho street. Tho man shot
Into tho air and distanced the echo In his ascent.
The huge pressure of water against the plug
had caused It to break sosuddenly thnt u stream
as largo ns a barrel tame nnt with the speed of n
cannon ball. The tupnf tho plu-wa- s knockod
out and the ninii ttat astrldo of It as ho made his
rapid trip Into space. Of course, ho had to como
down, and when ho did he fell into u stream
of water such ulm had never scon before.

Thero waa water everywhere that mantrlod
to fall, and tho more frantiu his efforts to get
out tho more he got in. I'or an instant it looked
as If he would bo drownod, but with a nilghty
spurt be cleared the big spout of water and
gained hia freedom. Onco out he did not
turn to look about him. but made a run down
South Pryor street that broko all records.

The drenched mau disappeared, but the water
did not. and it continued to flow for fifteen
minutes In immense quantities.

FosSfe Mm Patagonia.
I

STOItr OFA PJtXNOBTOX MAN'S X.ONO
pttBEltT JOVltSur,

Wtlt-Bennr- d Biter nf HndM,letn r Hllh
crtn Vnknnnni Beast niicMired-IU- re t'l- -

lellsnrieerl VUra Vniina A nnf
rrMfitt Kpultlen In lllh Anirrie.

On Fob. 20, 1808, as was told i Tnn SCN at
tho time, Prof. J. 0. llatchir of Princeton Unl- -

voralty, with O. Ai Petersen, w ho was for a long
time employed aa a collector bj the American
Museum ot Natural History, silled for South
America, Intending to explore n10 desert of
Patagonia and mako a collection of such objects
of scientlflo Interest ns tho region afforded.
Everything from tho living TehiielcdCa, the gua- -
naco, and the borborls brush to tho bones and
shells of the most anclout geological formation
to bo eoun on the desertiras to bo studied and
collected.

Tho two collectors reached lluoios Ayres In
tho usual course by steamer, nnd thon, taking
ono of Iho Argentine national transports, wont
down the coast As far ns theenpit d of Argontlno
Patagonia, Gnllcgoa, on the ChIIccos Rivor.
which Is but a day's sail north of tho straits of
Magollan. Hero they mot the Governor, Gen.
Kdelmlro Mayer, who, as The Sex told somo
years ago, when a correspondent visited tho
region, was during tho American civil war tho
Colonel of the Fourth United Slates Colored
Infantry, and ah efflclont fighter. Tho
Governor fully appreciated the (not that
Prof. Hatcher waa tho first thoroughly
trained scientist to explore tho region
slnco Darwin had a gllmpso ot it from tho stern
sheet or a cutter that failed to reach tho hood
of tho Santa Crilr River. Accordinply, every
facility thnt the scanty resources of u Patagonia
desert Bettl'mcnt could offer was placodatthe
disposal ot Pror. Hatcher, and aftor a short stay
with the officials of tho settlement tho profossor
nnd his assistant wero carried across to tho
north sldo'of the river (Gallcgos is on tho south
side) and lnndod at the headquarters of a big
Bhcep rnnch that stands thoro.

Tho actual work of the expedition then began.
Tho outfit would bavo seemed very small to a
tenderfoot, for It consisted of a single cart and
four horss, with tools, for making excavations,
scientlflo instruments for observations, a few
books of reference, with such provisions as an
abstemious prospector would carry when bound
on a long soarch far mineral. With this outfit
tho two men started away alone on their journey,
thoir course lying to tho northwest from tho
mouth of the Gallcgos. Tho Coy River having
been reached, aatop.was made and considerable
time was spent In tho work of examining tho
bluffs whero tho various layers of alluvial de-
posits have been oxposcd by erosion.

From this Btream the Journey was continued
to tho Andes at a polnteast of the Pacific coast
bay ot Pen as. A number of salt lakes were
puaacd lakes that seem to have been portions
of tho south Atlantic itself, which onco rolled its
Burgos to tho vory foet of tho cordilloras. Hero
a river, unmarked on tho map, but in tho Santa
Cruz watershed, was found and named Mayer
River in honor of tho Govornor. It was traced to
its source In an Andean glacier. Hero the most
remarkable discovery of the wbolo Journoy was
made. This consisted of a number ot mud crooks
nnd rivers streams of mud bo substantial that
tho explorers on more than one occasion started
to walk ovor thorn, not noticing that tho ground
was ot a plastic nature, and bo thoy sank in,
sometimes waist deep, nnd with difficulty and
not without great danger escapod. On examina-
tion thesa mud streams were found to have as

d channels as any river of water.
The largest was from fifty to Btxty yards wide and
of unknown dopth, tbo only eoundlngs mado
being the involuntary ones when tho explorers
inadvertontly plunged In. Tho current was, of
course, very slow. To cross them It was neces-
sary to search along tho channel until a placo
was found whero tho current was sufficiently
obstructed to onahle the sand nnd wind to dry
tho surfneo Into a crust and. tho low temperature
to freeze tho mud.

While on the Coy Rlvor a lone Tehuelche
visited tho camp, 'and from that tlmo on not a'single human being wns seen for llvo months, at
tho end of which time tho explorers returned to
tho settlement. Tho Journey to tho mountains
w as mndo during tbe Boutborn summer. It was
found that March was the only month during
which work could bo dono with any degree of
comfort. During all other months tho weatherwas like March In the northern part of the
United Stales cold, raw andin about every wny
disagreenblo. During tho worst of it tbo high
blulfs near tho seacoast wore oxplored, and with
excellent results,

While in camp in the wilds n horse by a sud-
den Jerk of Its bead struck Prof. Hatcher on thohead, indicting a wound with a bridle bucklo
from which tbo professor almost bled to death.Following this, erysipelas set In and compelleda return to Gallcgos. Thero the professor suf-
fered from an attack of pneumonia, and on re-
covering fbund himself ao weakened as to bo
obliged to return to tho United States after an
absence of aomethlng moro than a year.

Although he returned sooner than he wished.
Prof. Hatcher had tho satisfaction of bringing
back eight, tons of fossils, including specimens
of all tho genera ot tho Santa Cruz beds und a
lot of tho Invertebrates of tho Mloccno and

n bods. A new marine horizon
was discovered overlying the Santa Cruz beds
a matter of very great interest to scientists. In
addition, a geological section was mapped from
the Cordilloras to the coast 1 up.

Among tho discoveries in fossils were tho
bones ot a dlsdlaphorous. a boast that is de-
scribed ns having a framo of tho size and some-
thing of the ehnpoorn horse, but It wns a flve--,
toed beast, and waa not a horse nor liko ono savo
In size and general shape Another was tho

I ncsodona. nnd this can bo compared aa a whole
I to nothing Hint walks tho earth In theso days.

It had a body four foet long and four feet broadthrough the ribs a body "shapod liken barrel
and had legs Ilkoasaw-horso,- " to use a slmlloapplied by a Princeton man who examined thoskeleton, whllo Its bead und anout wero liko
thoso of a r inoeoros. It wus a grass-eater- . Thefull skeleton of thisnnitnal waa obtained,

I Another uncntalogu'od geological curiosity
wns tho skeleton of an animal that waa plainly
the progenitor of the modern deer. It is called
tbo lcochiliie, ,

Of the other fossils It may bo said that whllothey aro not new they are full of interest,
and make for Princeton a most admirable ami
instructive collection. Thoy incluilo tho boius
of tho prehistoric marsupials kangaroos. &cthat roam d Patagonia as thoy now roam Aus-
tralia; the huge armadillos, from six to eight
feet in diameter; tho monkeys and parrots thatonce sported In n tropical verdure whero now
there is u climate tit onlv for such animals asaro called fur bearing; tlio shells of oysters holargo that a man who swallowed ono wbolo
would have needed a gullet of enormous size, for
tho shells average nearly a foot In length.

In addition, the skins of 800 dlrTcru t mam-
mals iiiid bird of thoprcsont era and coniuloto
collections uf tho flora of tho region w er safely
delivered nt the collo e. When these have been
pr porly pr pared, 'p ssums of tho Izo f mliehanging by their proheiiailo tails lo the branches
of kneo-hlg- h desert trees, while their youngcling tot elr fur, will bo ono of the sights of tho
Princeton Museum; whllo the curious wnlcrbeast that have their mamillary glnn Is along
the backbone instead of on the breast will float
In a make-liellev- o tank with their young upon
their backs or sulmmlng Uobe alongside.

r urthcrmore, thero is a complete collection of
the relicsorthngreatTohuoleho tribe of Indians

tho bolus with which thoy kill tholrgame, lliohuge spears with which they make war, tho
tobaCCO pipes with which they Intoxlcnto them-
selves, tho wooden spurs with whlih they prod
their ponies, tho luxurious guunaco robes thatnerve every purpose of bod and clothing.

It was a most successful exploration, hut one
that wns by no menus satisfactory lo Prof,
Hatches. After remaining in this country long
enough to recruit bis health nnd arrange his af-
fairs ho sailed on Monday Inst to re-u- hia
labors on tbe desert, whiili. Inhospitable ns Itmay seem to the ordinary tourist, has. for thoso
who love the earth aa God made It. an Inde-
scribable and Irresistible charm. He was ac-
companied by A. K. Colburn, a young man ac-
customed to life In the wilds and skilled as a
taxldormlst. Ho expects lo remain thero threoyears If hia health will stand it, but tboao who
know tho region and its climate look for his re-
turn within two years at tbe most.

A Friend or the iamum.
From IA Columtmt (Oa.) Ledotr.

The Hon. J, C. F. McCook of Chattahoochee
bead la levol on tho 'possum measure. Wo. too,
nro " possumlats," but no pessimists, and we
tremble with wrath and andness at Iho present

sloratlon " of this king of meats, and pray for
tbe tlmo to come when the law will cloak blm
with better constitutional franchleoand privi-
lege at Iho fistlvo pciel'nuion tree a longer
lease on lire nnd liberty, ai. In case or tb dovo
nnd quail. "Equal rights to 'brer' possum
and no special rights to ibobir.I." l,et thu'pos-Bu-

family incrooso and develop, and Christianrtllylnn and tho dcmocric of our fathirs do
the samo thing. Tho 'possum future the mostdistinguished writer, William .Shakespeare, the
world ever produced, and this fact ulune ought
to bo siilllolent for our civilian to honor in some
degreo him and hia wbolo family. Tho "last,
loveliest and the best" ploa for this "brer" is,
ho 1 bashful, timid, unassuming and sweet liko
the winsome girl, and God bless your soul, wo
are "'poasum rights" folka over hero in Russell,
n world without end. Froo 'possums at the rate
of sixteen in the future to one of the awful psst,
U our platform and senliiucuU.

V ---1 -d- ihl'.i,..?.-.,.

CA U 8KVNK CATCH A MOUSEt

n ntln Over Wbleh farmer anal Hanfl Halne Aretn niipnilnaj tvni iiriiing,
ABOinm. Me., Nov. 1:1. lho ,,,, hot rc.

garding the ability of an nier . M,,inc Klmk
to catch an avoragoMalnoinoiue ,, tm unpaid,
and until tho question is dellniieij settled tho
advocate! of tho proposed lsw pioblblting tho
trapping of foxes tan itmkc tmhe hIh ny against
popular prejudice. Last spiit.n j nh st N Raxo
an outline of the dispute. It was iuteudtdlhcn
to settle tho wholo question by 1111 upon Held trial
between u skunk nnd any numb r of healthy
mlco which tho fox trappers might cbooio to
produce. Since then thr.o tournaments havo
been hold, nnd though every mm was largely
attended and much money wagered nn tho re-
sult, tho roferces hnvo been utiublu to render a
decision In favor of either side.

At tho first trial tho skunk was shy nnd so
frightened at tho crowds of men that ho
wouldn't pick up a mouso when it wms placed
under his noso, though It It ilnlmed that hocaught and ato two mlco after tlio men hailgono away. hllo this answeted the demands
of science. It was far trom a illifaclory in thobettors, who Inststod on seolng the skunk cati hand cat n mnusn boforo tbey puld over lliclrmoney. At lho socond trial held in Sidney In
October a tamo skunk that hud been kept
hungry for two days was introduced Into tho
Den among tho mice. This skunk had no
troublo in catching threo mice, nil of which ho
dovourcd In tho presence of the spectators. He-
foro a decision could bo given the lueii who had
wagered money ngnlnst the skunk declared that
tho mlco hud been caught rceentl), and wire In
a dazed condition, which untitled Ibcni furt1l.1l.
Upon hearing this argument lho rolcico refused
to declare the skunk tho winner, and appointed
a third trial, which came of In Randolph eaily
In November.

Ten tnnto whlto mice were turned loose In atightly fenced urea two rods square, nnd when
tho guests had assembled and tho bets had been
mado tho tamo skunk of the previous meeting
waa put among them. Tho skunk wus nothungry and paid no heed to tbo mlco that
senmncrod about nt his feet. A muuse waa
killed and fed to him to sharpen his appetite,
alter which he seemed to halo no trouble In
catching all tho mlco ho wanted. Whin bo bad
ktllod lour without mnklng any attempt to catthem, the men who had but on tho skunk de-
manded n decision, claiming that tho skunk
had fulfilled his contract; but tho fox champions
demurred, say that whlto mlco were not so
agile as lho wild field mice, nnd asserting thatthat tbo two rods' limitation of tho pen gnvo
tho skunk nn advantage which ho could not get
in tho'opon field. For these reasons tbo rotereo
ileolared all bets olt and appointed u fourthmeeting, to be held In Chelsea noxt Mav.

Members of tho Brunswick Fur Club nnd
others who hunt foxes with dogs say that tho
woirnro of all tho aoplo orchards InMninodo-pend- s

upon tho result or this contest. They say
thnt by using a new halt, which has n peculiar
fascinating smell for foxes, tho trappers nro kill-
ing off all tho foxes in Mnlno. and taking them ata time when the fox is practically worthless. Onotrapper who passed two weeks in tho Aroos-
took county last Februury camo home with
moro than 300 pelts. In Kennebec county tho
now scout has been used with such effect thnt aman may travel all day in newly fallen snow
and not see a fox track. It Is further asserted
that no sooner did the foxes disappear from
thoir haunts than tbe mice began to girdle tho
apple trees, killing wbole orchards in n singlo
winter. For theso reasons tho men who hunt
foxes with dogs asked tho Stale to put a stop to
trapping, nnd camo before tho Legislature with
the names ot more than 5,000 orchnrdlsta at-
tached to their petitions. In the debate which
followed Secretary McKccu of tho Board of
Agriculture Bald that skunks killed moro mice
than foxes, and as foxes klllod skunks, tho
hunters were trying topreservo tbo wrong ani-
mal. This assertion was disputed by all tho
huntors. and supported by a good number of tho
farmers present. Then a member of tho Fur
Club offered to bet C100 that n skunk couldn't
catch a mouse in an open field. Tills wns
grabbed up by n farmer, and before tho o

adjourned moro than $1,000 hnd boon
watered on the result.

No Inwwaspasscd last winter, tho Legislature
thinking it best to wait and learn tbo rcault of

field trial. Meantime both 'factlnnB havo
sen buBy In soliciting support. Tho fox

hunters declare that unless tho trapping by
scented meat Is stopped nil tbo orchards In
Maine will bo rulnod and nobody can ratso any
hard cider. Tho farmers aro equally confident
that tho foxes ore ruining the poultry business
of tbe Stato and killing off all tbo skunks, which
keep the mico In check. Though the Legislature
docs not meet niraln In retrular Hess ion untilJanuary. 18f9, tho fox hunters havo obtained
nearly 10.000 (denatures to their petitions, nnd
havo wagored 5,000 that a skunk cannot catcha mouse, and offered a reward of $500 to any minwho ever saw i fox kill a skunk. From tho
present indications the controversy promises
to become one of tho issues In the political
campaign of 1808.

ONET ONE WAT TO TRAP COONS.

Tbl War Wa Discovered bj an Observant
Poehneb Mountain Hunter.

CriESTEn, N. Y.. Nov. 13. "If any ono ever
told you ho trapped a coon In tho woods ho told
you what nover happened." said a Pochuck
coon hunter. "Coons can't bo trapped except in
one way, and I never found a coon hunter yet
who how It was done. You may trnck a
coon ti his homo in somo crevico of a rock,
which is a favorite retreat for him If ho can find
ono; place your trap in front of tho hole nnd
disgulso it as much as you may cover it afoot
deep with lcavos if you like but that coon
will never lenvo thnt hole us long as thnt trap
Is there. Ho will atnrvo first. Tho coon has thokeenest scent of nnv animal. He can smell tho
iron or that trap, nnd ho seems to know thodanger It threatens him with. Ho knows It will
bo death to leave tho hole, and ho prefcre deathby starvation to being trapped. I havo triediron traps and snares and all sorts ot devices,
but never could succeod in fooling one of theseIlttlo beasts into gottlng caught by any of them.' It isn t often you see a oon In the daytime,
but you may if you know whero to look for
thorn. If there Is a creek anywhere in which
crawfish nbo ind, you may see some epicureancoon fishing for them almost anv day, along Intho afternoon. If jou hldo at the side of thocreek and keep very quiet. Tho coon la particu-
larly fond of crawfish. Tho wny ho ihos torthem Is to wado in tho creek, generally going
down stream, The crawfish Five undor lhostones on tbe bottom. The coon feels with hisforcpawB under each stono be comes to, thrusting
ono paw under from ono sldo nnd tbe othor paw
from tho othor Bide. It la a comical sight tosee a copn fishing for crawfish. Ho keeps hishead high in the air, moving it up and downand to and fro, his cyea evidently gazing atnothing, ovory aense aecming to be conccntratodon the buslnoss beneath tbo water. You cantell instantly w ben ho has fastened on to a craw-llal- i,

for tbe xpresslon on his face changes atonce from tho dull, vacant stare to one of bright-ness and animation. Ho dnws the cr.iwll h
P1." of tho wuter, nnd, Branding erect on hishind feet, rolls It smartly between his paw?.I Ills crushes the shell nnd claws of tbo crawfishnnd makes tbo sweet meat accessible. Tho cooucats bla capture with great relish and then boBlosG'o search for nnolhor ono.

hllo wntchlng a coon fishing In this wny
o."8 "I got the Idea of trapping coons. Ithought that by placing a steel trap on the bot-tom ot the creok where coons found tho craw-fishin- g

good thoy might be docolved. nnd. morethan likely, caught, I mado tbo experiment. Isame tw-- traps at different pluces on n favoritecrawfishing routo for coons, and tho aamo after- -
nd'5coon n each ' lmvo 'rappodhundreds alnco then, and that Is tbo onlyway you can trap a coon."

BEUIN TKAPVEJi WITH HUOKiVHEAT.
Dear So Hungry In Sfalpe That They Are lbs

Victim or Manx ltlnd or Und Luck.
Clifton, Ma, Nov. 13.-- Tho total fulluro of

the beechnut crop has brought the Maine Dearsto tho vorgo of starvation, ao thnt man sly old
animals are coming out lu tho clearing andgetting ehot while looking for something to oat.
Hen Kingsbury, who llc In Tlldon village. lust
four shoep latoly from a pen attached to his
h0I,.80.,i",a thotrncksln tlio jnrd showed plainlybear had romml' ted tho deed. L (at week
2h. J??0''""0'5 ''"'i wus "1'iit and killed iiiiinng the
!RSy.!nBi nndt.ro,,t,,,1 Umbers of an abandoned

!Pnhd..m. ""'feoiwrt village, tho bear haling
S2"Ji.ere u viti. luo ,at Br,lb orms from tbu
UiP?""1 WHP"- - T" ,w"r went lulu 11 dcorlcd

ttL","! Norcross, and in gnawing the spilled
1111 irpni the flour closed tbo door mid were'tuy them until thoy starved to death.s h rancls, nn Indian, found iheir bodies lastweek, and was nngrynt tho County Treasurer

"i8?.bP cou1'1 "ol collect the bounties.jock (illpatrlck, an aged bear hunter, who oc-cupies a camp nn the sido of Chick's Hill in tins
5,own.1,l"veuP-hehuntuii- d limk 111 hlslrupsamonth ago, mid went to shoot lug nnd poisoning
Iwbcata because ho could find 110 boars. Late luuclooer he wont out for moro wildcats, an I Inpassing through 11 beech wood s iw leicnt tracesor a bear that had beon scratching up tho fallenleavm and eating what fow bin limit 1 of lust
ih.r.BiCrop ho oulrt "ni1- - The ,cx. dov Juck
w.nLi "StotliestoroaiidtHiiulit ,, husiicl ofkind of buckwheat, which had u largo ker-
nel. A grain or buckwheat bears the sumo re-
lation to n beechnut that a snowball doea
iSti1.."? "!o; Iney'ro shuped alike, but one Is
Sialic i? lurKf I''1"' ll oilier. Hut Ja'l:

inl-fn'-

i
'.'" nil right, and when ho

?J? """.'onit tho Iwcch tues tho next morn.Sir,rnl! "ore mignlfylng glasses might
for beechnuts. Home hiinl-?.'.".1- 0

"l0l, while Jnk wus botttnir his laur
I5W. i0,non'r lh5 buckwhe .1 mid covering them
.ili.,., .'. 'i"' "V"1 "J'.1".11 they saw what ho wns.I ft .m.a,.lo,,,m r I'l'" d told about him nt
in?iti....ofllco',,P ",at everybody heard of It,story got Into tho newspapers.
n?nln.,l.'TJ '"fsr. Jack took a big fat bear lolntof2 "olrt. ,t.for Vneo l"on '" '""u!15AiiWOHm',"erbeBr""oiiithoamc lot. nnd
!"i?h, ?5or m.ore; A." thB bushel of buckwheat

' Jbc1c tbInk8 ,l WM B00d ,n
TMtmsnU

RANGES BOOMING AGAIN.

Monr. quick roniVNEs iiKi.va , mW
MADE JIV CATTLE AND SttEKV. ,9--

A ItrvlvM nf Proiprrltr In the ftntilhvteterl WM
Trrrltrlr trier Venr er llrrl-aln- III fH
nnd Decline nr tho Inilinll-- i lllihrr jH
tltitnlued tluee Morn Tor Mrrr nnit Mont.

Ft.AOSTAPr, rlt Nov. 10. --Tho rapid revival Bj 9K9
of tho shoop 11111I cnttlo Industries la delighting; H
tho Southwestern Territories mid thero la A H
general feeling thnt the glories nf thi rungs) WM

nmy como back In n few years moro. The cow fH
boys aro returning tntho ranges. The towns In H
tho regions nf tho ranges nro onco moro busy , H
nnd prosperous and everywhere thero Is talk t, H
of restocking ranges. Tho rains hare been M H
plentiful for two summers, nnd such fat. sleek mWM

stock has not been sent to market Inn long time. H
Thorlsoln tho vnluo of cattlo nlonn worth H
moro thnn $1,500,000 to Arizona. At any timet fH
In tho last half dozon j cars yearling sloers hnvo m
boen sold at $0 and $7; al $7.50 H
nnd $1), and s at $11 and $13, H
There wns n slow market even nt theso price. H
Slnco last May tho prices on nil grades of rattle H
havo been stondlly advancing; ycsrllnga H
bring from 911 to $12; 915. and H

s from f18 to $25. H
Tho palmy days of tho cattlo business In H

Arizona xnd New Mexico woro from 1682 to ' H
1R88. Thoso wore days whon Btoera H
brought $35 nnd ftO. Tho West abounds In H
men who by an Investment of a few hundred UU
dollars In calves, and by taking up Undo Sam's) MU
freo ranges, havo becomo independently wealthy H
In a fow years. From 1813 to 1880 hundreds of rAW
young mon, froan from collcgo nnd full of love of , jJ
excitement nnd ndvonturo, enmo West every "' H
year and engaged In cattle ranching. The M
majority of them had n father or an uncle jH
to draw on for capital to Invest In a H
range and n small herd. Cattle ranching H
hnd a pocnllar fascination for young Kng- - H
lishmcn, nnd English capital to the amount ot mm
fully $'2,000,000 went Into ranges and herds In H
Arizona In a few years previous to 1860. On WM

company, of which tho Into Lord Randolph 1H
Churchill wns a chief stockholder (the San H
Miguel Company), Invested $300,000 in Texas H
long-horn- s and 10,000 acres ot land in Avapat S
county (near Prescott, Ariz.) In 1887, nnd sold
out Its increased herds, in the deepest de
prcsslon of 1 803, for $00,000. "'

Dozens of now towns sprang up along the line
of tho Santa Fd Railroad. Tho largest cattle
companies in tho Southwest were organized In
1881 nnd 1885, and sevornl of them had a capi-

tal of more than $100,000. Tho Aztec Cattle
Company at ono tlmo bod arangoof about 23,
000 acres and 58,000 cattle. It was capitalized
bv New York and London men. Several herds
of 15.000 and 20.000 were brought down from
Wyoming nnd Colorado and put on tbe cheaper
ranges and In the warmer climato of Arizona
and New Mexico. The Ilenson Cattlo Company
(composed of Philadelphia and St. Louts capital-
ists) expended more than $300,000 In new '
ranges in New Mexico In 1H85 nnd brought ,U
thoro omo 30,000 cattlo from Kansas and 1
Wyoming, whllo four companies of cattlemen I
from Omaha and Chlcagu invostcd moro thnn I
$500,000 altogether In land and steers in I
the region ot Ios Crnces, Benson, and uI)3inlng nt about tho Bnmo time. Thoro
nover were so many largo Individual holdings
of grazing lnnds and herds ns In Arizona and
New Mexico in 18rt7 and 1888. At the height)
of the cattle Industry In tho Territories It was
estimated about $14,000,000 was Invested in 4rnngos and cattlo. 'lho cowboys got
wages, there wns a constant demand for cattlo
nt Pig prices, and agents for tbo Btockyards and
packing houses in Kunsua City and Chicago
went among tho cattlemen seeking shipments of 4T

steers. Many cattlcmon and companies mado
10 and 15 per cent, a vcar clear profit on their
investments, and somo or them mado even
30 per cent. It was tho easiest, treest, and most
satisfactory way of getting rich, and it is no
wonder tho cattlo barons of tho Southwest be-
came known for their prodigality.

Tho decline of the Industry began in tho win-to- r
or 188K-6- 0. That was u hnrd winter for lho

herds everywhere in tho Territories, and when
the vnluc of steers went down $5 a 1

head It waB beliovcd they wore not up to the
standard of the fastidious tasto of tho Eastern
beef buyers. In tho following year tho price ot
cattlo still declined, and when local agents for
Eastern buyers packed up their belongings and
went back East it wns realized that something
was wrong with the cattlo business. In 181)0 tho

for the best steers wont down to $20 aJirlco Hundreds of men who were in debt for
their rangeB and calves wero crowded to bank-
ruptcy. Word wont forth among lho cuttle- -
mon that thoro was an overproduction
of beef, and that no prospect ot a TS
revival of tho cattle Industry was In Misight. The years 1801 and 1802 wero still Jharder for cattlcmon throughout tho Southwest. f

Cattlo went down, down, down. Tho rains wero
very slight and infrequent, nnd vast areas that
bad been the best of grazing lnnds a few years
heforo became as dry and barren as a desort,
Tho decline In tbe value of cattle In Arizona
was estimated at mora than $1,500,000 In 1801
alone. Several largu cattle companies failed In
that year, and Individual cattlemen overywhero
In tbo Territories went out of business with
heavy losses, whllo cowboys went Into railroad-
ing or travelled hack to their homes in the East-
ern States or England. In 1803 and 1801 It was
no bettor, und more cattle were sent to market
at the lowest prices, and more cattlemen went to
the wall. In 1805 there was a slight revival,
followed by a sudden slump In tho cattlo
market.

But in 1R0C a decided revival in tho business
was felt, and in tho fall ot that year cattlo of all itgrades went up 10 per cent. Tho heaviest rains
for several years fell in tho Territories in 1800,
and last winter was exceptionally good for
grazing. Last spring camo another advanco In
cattle, nnd last Juno tho vnluo of Bteers began -- 1

to go up by leaps and bounds. There havo been
fcai a that the revival waa only temporary, bus 1

now-tha- t tho most abundant ruins in ten years I

have fallen all over tho Territories during the
past HCiison, mid tho o demand fur cattle
has continued for months, joy is folt by tho men
whohuvo innnugrd to hold on to their herds and
rangea through successive years of depression,
an all over Arizona and New Mexico plans aro
being made for a restocking 01 the vast tracts
that have beon vacant for a half dozen years.

'lho sheep und wool Industry has revived
much more suddenly than that of cattlo. Go
whero ono may In Arizona and Now Moxlco this
senson bo will hear of men who havo mado
small fortunes by investments in sheep nnd J
wool during tho last vcar or last few months.
New Mexico is more distinctively a g

region than Arlrann. Tbo ranges aro smaller
thero than In Arizona because of tho many
old Spanish lund grants I hat dot the map. Tho
amnlliiossor the ranges renders than niorusiilt-Hid- e

for sheep than for cattle. It is estimated
that the advanco In wool since Inst July has I
been worth tlosn to $2,300,000 to New Mexico. fl
and about $1,000,000 to Arizona. Tlio Nnvalo I
Indian trlbo, which has soma very largo flocks I
of sheep on Its reservation In northeastern Arl- - 1
zona, bus had an incrcnao in wealth of more IT

than $200,000. ' II
Ten years ago tbo onnunl wool clip of New II

Mexico avoragod $4,200,000. Those were days l
when wool waa wool, whon Hocks ot 15,000
sheep woro not uncommon, nnd there wero
banns In Iho Haton .Mountains of upward
or 35,000 sheep. At tho tlmo the cattle
Industry began to decline tho sheep business
also went down. In 1H87 sheep woro worth
$2.50 a bend, and In lS'.III tho best sheep were
wmih less than $1.25 'i head. Tbo most rapid
dec line or thu industry waa In 1802, when free
wool was nn issue In the Presidential cam-
paign, nnd wluu wool was put on the
freo list sheep went down to 'ess than
$1. Tho Sautn Fd Railroad Compuuy hauled
solid trains of sheep lo market for mutton, and
wool buyers who had been In tho business for
yinrs went Into other pursuits. In San Miguel
und Hun Hern lilln counties. In Now Mexico, lbs
reduction of Hocks was moro than 10 percent.
In two years. Wool went down to llvo, then to
four, und at ono tlmo to even threo cents a
liniind. Many herders did not even shear their
Hock 4 In 1 him. but sent Mm carcuBscs with thoirshaggy pelts to tbo butchers.

Tho revlvnl in the Induitry enmo list June. JJ
nnd hi rent has li gono on tlmt 111 inj men pro-- i

diet that nrenct'on must enmo hofurn spring,iron, a slow market nt 4 a pound lust
win. er, wool has gone to 111 und 11 icntsapound, Nunc of thu finer grndea hivo foldlatoly nt 111 cents a pound. Holhrook has sentto market inure thsn 1,2110.01111 puuuds In fourinii.ilhs, nnd L m Vegna 2,(100.00,) j omuls.chiI bujors-.r- tr.uel'ing all nvo tho'lVrrl- -
lories now seeking iirclmHHof wool nnd sheep,
11 11I into riiunot travel 011 any Santa F5 trainwithout meeting men iroin aoiuo Eastern citiesout .calk n for wool. Tim zuilwlth whlih thewool clip has been bought has cro'itcd asheep crao In some pjrla of tlio Ter-
ritories, anil Hhnin on foot thorn hivonever been quite so high na now. Ono firm "itLaa cgiiH. N. M., bouglii wool with nvi-r- col-Jar- lt

lu the past four yeirs. con-
vinced that iho era of free won) would not long

It built iv largo stnreboi soand packednwny tnnsiir wool, varying In vnluo from;) centsto Deems 11 pound. In isi August the prlie ofthe pro tint went to H touts n pound, and a '

iiiohthlater It waant 10 cents, and two weeksago the III m sold out nil Its wool at lla cents a 'pound, unking n profit of $8(1,0011.
I knuw or several men." said ', I

man Hurklinrdl of Santa Fe. N. M.. tho other '
day, "who went aliout two yeir nun lwggiug
Minie one to buy tlflr tlo-k- nt nlnotv centsmid H ij head. .0 that Hi-- ), iho herders, inuld
null .1 losing buniiibss for which thero seeiuodnn hope of'11 revlvnl In nt le.it a .
I lie men ronnil peoplo everywhere dcslriius 'or keeping nut nf sheep herding ns the worn to
get out. i they bad lo roiiisiii In the indintry.
Several or thorn have flocks fur $18,00 ) for
wbiciq 'Koy "."Uc'' f.nw mi I .(.7.000 a j car ugo.

have disposed of ihelr recent woolclip at $.1,000 and $5,000 and $7,500, whereas)they got but one-thir- d of those sums la any eC 1the previous five years."
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